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HOUSEKEEPERS'  CHAT 


We've  had  a  good  deal  to  say  lately  about  quality  guides  in  buying  women's 
and  children's  ready-made  dresses.    How  I  think  the  time  has  come  to  give  the  men- 
folks  a  little  attention  —  or  rather,  to  consider  shopping  for  men's  shirts.  I 
think  I  told  you  that  in  one  year  —  the  year  —  the  industry  manufactured 

over  I67  million  dresses.     Although  I  haven't  the  figures  on  men's  shirts,  I 
imagine  their  number  goes  far  beyond  the  number  of  dresses. 

Not  so  long  ago  I  had  a  conversation  with  a  very  angry  man.    He  had  recent  1; 
bought  half  a  dozen  shirts.     "And  they  all  shrunk,"  he  said  indignantly.  "Every 
last  one  of  them  shrunk. " 

I  inquired  if  he  had  looked  for  a  label  on  the  shirts  or  a  guarantee  of 
some  kind.    Ee  said  he  had.    And  what's  more  the  label  said  "pre- Shrunk. " 

I  recalled  that  the  clothing  experts  had  often  told  me  that  the  label  "Pre- 
Shrunk"  is  a  very  indefinite  one.    And  anyway  those  shirts  probably  had  been 
pre- shrunk  —  that  is,  the  fabric  had  been  through  some  sorb  of  shrinking  process 
before  it  was  cut  and  made  into  shirts.    The  trouble  was,  the  fabric  just  hadn't 
shrunk  enough.     I  told  this  man  that  if  he  could  find  a  label  that  stated  some- 
thing like  this:     WILL  HOT  SHRIPH  HOPE  THAI!  TVJO  PERCSHT  —  then  he  would  have 
something  to  depend  on. 

Well,   I  was  glad  to  be  able  to  report  one  hopeful  sign  for  the  future  to 
this  disappointed  man.     I  told  him  aboiit  the  movement  on  foot  among  manufacturers 
to  label  fabrics  with  the  percent  you  may  be  able  to  expect  them  to  shrink  after 
you've  laundered  them.    That's  a  hopeful  step  for  us  baffled  shirt  buyers. 

how  you  may  have  wondered  why  cotton  fabrics  shrink  after  they  are  worn. 
Here's  why.    During  the  weaving  and  finishing  the  cloth  is  bound  to  stretch  more 
or  less  and  this  puts  the  yarn  and  fibers  under  a  certain  amount  of  strain.  The 
first  time  the  cloth  goes  to  the  laundry  and  is  thoroughly  wet,  it  begins  to  spring 
back  to  its  natural  state.     Sometimes  it  takes  two  or  three  or  four  launderings  to 
spring  back  complet ely. 

"Hot  a  shirt  like  this, 11  said  ray  friend.     "Just  one  good  laundering  shrunk 
this  completely.    Look  at  this  sleeve." 

I  looked.    The  cuff  was  about  half  way  between  his  wrist  and  elbow. 
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"It  was  genuine  "broadcloth,  too,"  lie  said.     "By  the  way,  though,  what  is 
genuine  broadcloth?" 

Well,  I  had  to  admit  that  so  far  there  is  no  set  standard  for  "broadcloth. 
Ho,  nor  for  calico,  or  gingham,  or  any  other  fabric  as  far  as  I  knew*    As  generally 
used,  broadcloth  means  a  closely  woven  material  with  fine  ridges  running  crocs- 
wise.     Good  quality  broadcloth  is  made  from  long  staple  cotton  ar.d  is  mercerized 
so  that  it  keeps  its  smooth  glossy  appearance  as  long  as  the  fabric  lasts.  In 
the  last  few  years  broadcloth  has  been/\ery  popular  material  for  business  men's 
shirts.    Other  good  shirt  materials  are  percale  and  oxford  cloth. 

"By  the  way, 11  I  said,   "do  you  look  at  the  buttons  and  the  button  holes  and 
the  quality  of  stitching  when  you  buy  a  shirt?" 

"I  count  the  buttons,"  said  the  man,     "I  insist  on  seven  buttons  on  my 
shirts.    Usually,  though,  they  disappear  in  the  laundry.     I  really  third:  the 
original  buttons  on  this  shirt  must  have  been  made  of  paraffin.    After  they  dis- 
appeared, I  went  to  the  store  and  bought  a  card  of  pearl  buttons.     See  these? 
They'll  never  come  off." 

I  agreed  that  they'd  never  come  off„    He  hod  sewed  them  on  with  the  stoutest 
thread  I'd  ever  seen  —  sewed,  and  then  tied  the  thread  in  knots. 

"The  buttons  will  never  come  off  this  shirt,"  said  my  friend  proudly. 

What  he  really  meant  was  that  the  shirt  would  never  come  off  those  buttons. 
But  I  didn't  correct  him.     I  just  passed  along  to  him  a  few  more  pointers  about 
shirts  that  the  clothing  specialists  had  given  me.     I  advised  him  to  select  a 
shirt  with  good  quality  pearl  buttons  —  buttons  that  are  clear  and  lustrous  and 
uniform  in  shape  and  thickness,    "hen  I  suggested  locking  at  the  buttonholes  in  the 
shirt,  being  sure  that  they  were  firm  and  well-worked  sc  they  wouldn't  tear  cut  at 
the  corners.    And  I  also  mentioned  looking  for  firm  stitching,   especially  in  the 
yoke  across  the  back. 

As  for  labels,   I  told  him  that  the  right  kind  of  label  on  the  right  kind  of 
shirt  would  state  that  the  manufacturer  guaranteed  his  garment  against  both 
shrinking  and  fading.    The  man  who  buys  a  colored  shirt  needs  to  look  for  color- 
fast  labels.    And  to  be  really  color- fast,  a  fabric  should  stand  the  sun  test  as 
well  as  the  water  test,  and  mast  not  fade  when  wet  with  perspiration.     If  the 
label  says  "lull  Cut,"  you  can  be  reasonably  sure  that  the  shirt  contains  enough 
material  to  make  it  fit  well  and  feel  comfortable. 

Well,  tailing  it  by  and  large,  although  labels  may  not  give  you  all  the 
information  and  protection  you  want,  they're  getting  better  all  the  time,  and 
they're  one  of  the  very  best  guides  we  have  in  buying  good  quality  shirts. 

And  that  reminds  me,  one  of  these  days  soon  we'll  have  some  words  to  say 
about  buying  stormy-weather  wool  dresses  —  ready-made  dresses,  of  course. 


